JOUR 191: Copyediting 

Otterbein College

Communications Department

5:30 to 9:30 p.m., Thursday, C155
Instructor: Matthew Marx
Course Section: JOUR 191-01-30128
Office Hours: By appointment
Semester: Summer 2009, 2nd session
Phone: 614-264-1112
Credit Hours: 2
E-mail: mmarx@otterbein.edu
Office: C122
Course Overview 

The focus of Journalism JOUR 191: Copyediting is the development of skills in copy editing for print and electronic publication. Elements discussed will include word usage, style, grammar, precision of language and headline writing. Students also will develop and refine multimedia storytelling skills. Students will practice crafting content, editing copy and writing display type. Prerequisites are JOUR 160 and a dedication to correct writing mechanics.
Required Text

These books, along with a dictionary and thesaurus, must be handy for each class & assignments.

Brooks, B. and Pinson, J., The Art Of Editing In The Age Of Convergence. 2009. Pearson, Allyn and Bacon. Ninth edition
Brooks and Pinson, Student Workbook for The Art Of Editing In The Age Of Convergence. 2009. Pearson, Allyn and Bacon. Ninth edition
Goldstein, N. ed. Associated Press Stylebook. 2008. New York: The Associated Press, current edition.

Additional Readings
Many class meetings may start with a discussion of the following and your attendance grade will be based on your participation in this discussion:

The New York Times (www.nytimes.com) (must register, but access is free)

The Columbus Dispatch (www.dispatch.com) (free access to most sites)

The USA Today (www.usatoday.com) 

BBC online (www.bbc.com)
Newsweek (www.newsweek.com)
Other news publications should be monitored, especially for extra credit opportunities that will be discussed under “Assessment”
Professional Expectations & Appropriate Classroom Etiquette

College moves quickly and students are responsible for keeping up with all course materials, including texts, handouts, lectures, assignments and exams. Questions about any and all materials might appear on quizzes and exams regardless of whether they are discussed in lecture or addressed in classroom activities. Students must also regularly check Blackboard (Announcements Page) for information on exams, class assignments, and syllabus changes. Keep your graded assignments and track your progress this term.

Timeliness

Students are expected to come to class on time & remain for the duration of the period. In the rare event that a student must leave early, please tell the instructor at the beginning of the class period. Please do not just get up & walk out in the middle of class without letting the instructor know ahead of time.

Attendance

Students cannot miss more than two classes for any reason. Any further absences will result in points lost off of their final grades. Those who miss a class must consult a fellow student for the material covered in your absence (DO NOT ASK OR E-MAIL ME FOR THE MATERIAL).    

Attentiveness

Students who work on other material (i.e., write letters, schedule for classes, balance a check book, sleep, text, surf the web, etc.) can be dismissed from class with no possibility of making up any material missed.

Respect

Students should treat the instructor & fellow students with respect. This course forces us to work in a lab environment where we subject our work to scrutiny and criticisms not only of the instructor but of our classmates. Students will not always agree with each other. Understand that this is, in many ways, a lab environment where we can and will make mistakes, but hopefully profit from those errors with the wisdom that only comes from experience. Understand also that any one of us may find ourselves in this situation, so criticize with honest opinions and observations, but do so in a polite manner. Please maintain respect of others, & keep this a comfortable learning environment for all. If the communication process is not respectful, then the learning process will break down.

Miscellaneous Classroom Rules

1.
No cell-phone ringing, talking or text-messaging in class. Set them to silent or shut them off. 

2.
All liquor and tobacco products are prohibited.

3.
Visitors are welcome with my permission.

4.
Students are not authorized to make recordings during class without permission from the instructor.

5.
Dictionaries, thesauruses, calculators, MP3s, IPODs, laptops, Palm Pilots, translators or other aides are not permitted to be used during exams or quizzes.

6.
Be alert, awake, and prepared to engage in classroom discussions and activities, with assignments completed on time and assigned readings finished before the start of class.
Assessment

Course grades are based on a balance of classroom exercises, homework assignments, two exams and attendance/classroom participation. 
Exercises/Assignments (8 @ 40 points each)
320 points

Midterm Exam




250 points

Final Exam





350 points
Attendance/Classroom Participation

  80 points
Total






1,000 pts.
In addition, opportunities for extra credit will be awarded at a rate of five points per each published editing error a student brings to class. This error must come from either a daily or weekly newspaper or other news publication. Targets include grammar, style, spelling, redundancy, facts or other topics covered in this course. Limit 10 points per student per week.
Adhering to deadlines is crucial, as is regular attendance. Missed work cannot be made up without prior approval from the instructor.  Absentees are responsible for what was missed, including course & assignment changes.
Other Things You Should Know

Any student who needs an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately as soon as possible to discuss specific needs. I rely on the Academic Support Center to verify the need for accommodation.

The class will adhere to standards concerning plagiarism, cheating and dishonesty that appear on pages 61-62 of the 2001-2002 Student Campus Life Handbook.  Minimum penalty for an offense will be a grade of zero for the assignment.
Course Schedule 
(subject to change at discretion of instructor)

Week 1





Course Introduction







Industry Copy Editor (Ch. 1, 10)








Editing Process (Ch. 3)








Symbols (Ch. 13)








Due: Editing Exercise
Week 2





Tightening (Ch. 6)








Precision (Ch. 6)








Style (Ch. 6)








Due: Precision Exercise








Macro Editing (Ch. 4)








Due: Style Exercise
Week 3





Headlines (Ch. 6)








Captions & Blurbs (Ch. 6)







Due: Headline Exercise
Midterm Exam



Week 4





Ethics & Law (Ch. 5)








Due: Ethics Exercise

Due: Law Exercise

Magazines (Ch. 11)







Web & Broadcast (Ch. 12, 13)








Due: Multimedia Exercise 
Review For Final Exam
Week 5





Final Exam 6 p.m. Aug. 18
