
LLC Presentation on the 1920s, September 11, 2025 

1:30-3:00pm, The Point, Room 140 

 

The 1920s: Overview 

• The Roaring 20s Documentary - World History Project [mute ad] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ud_xU3wit-8 

3:25:  What caused the Roaring Twenties? 

• The Roaring Twenties – Episode #1 

https://www.kanopy.com/en/otterbein/watch/video/194233/194235 

 

Prohibition and Moral Laxity! 

• Syncopated City, beginning to 6:10 [mute ad] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuZQLEexRJs 

 

Technology! 

• 1920s Edison Phonograph 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_M04VPAGu8 

• History Brief: Radio in the 1920s [ mute ad] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2pvQY1u_2Q 

• A Beginner’s Guide to Silent Cinema [mute ad – also intermittent ads in this video] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0rqsqYaEFaE 

• Silent Movies at the oldest original operating movie house in the United States 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdcJY__vjEw 

• Ohio Theatre in Columbus: A Model Prototype for Historical Rejuvenation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qShxjuGMJj0 
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• Palace Theatre History 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOS8YBwylc4 

 

The Jazz Age 

Louis Armstrong 

• Ken Burns: Jazz, Episode 2, Our Language 

https://www.kanopy.com/en/otterbein/watch/video/4934610/4934617 

West End Blues, 1:40:28 – 1:47:21 

Bessie Smith  

• Nobody Knows You When You’re Down and Out recorded in 1929. [mute ad(s)] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zea-1Fzi9JQ 

Here are the lyrics: 

Once I lived the life of a millionaire 
Spending my money, I didn't care 
I carried my friends out for a good time 
Buying bootleg liquor, champagne and wine 

Then I began to fall so low 
I didn't have a friend, and no place to go 
So if I ever get my hand on a dollar again 
I'm gonna hold on to it till them eagles grin 

Nobody knows you when you down and out 
In my pocket not one penny 
And my friends I haven't any 
But If I ever get on my feet again 
Then I'll meet my long lost friend 
It's mighty strange, without a doubt 
Nobody knows you when you down and out 
I mean when you down and out 

Mmm, when you're down and out 
Mmm, not one penny 
And my friends I haven't any 
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Mmm, well I felt so low 
Nobody wants me round their door 
Mmm, without a doubt 
No man can use you when you down and out 
I mean when you down and out 

Written in 1923, Bessie Smith’s 1929 recording seems to reference the Roaring Twenties 
and the ensuing Wall Street Crash that plunged the US into the Great Depression.   

 

Country Music: The Bristol Sessions, 1927 

• Ken Burns: Country Music, Episode 1, The Rub (Beginnings – 1933) 

https://www.kanopy.com/en/otterbein/watch/video/5927517/5927519 

Ralph Peer and the Bristol Sessions 53:00 – 1:07:26 

 

Broadway and The Great American Songbook 

They Didn’t Believe Me 

First “modern” popular song? 

“They Didn’t Believe Me” from The Girl From Utah –some say it is the first modern popular 
song. Ok, Dennis Davenport says it may be the first modern popular song.  What makes this 
a “modern popular song”?  Start with the easygoing vernacular diction of the lyric.  Also, the 
tune can swing, though swing as such was just evolving.  This is one of the first tunes that is 
part of the Great American Songbook. It has become a jazz standard. 
 

• Vintage recordings of “They Didn’t Believe Me”: 
https://songbook1.wordpress.com/fx/1910-1919-selected-standards-and-hits/1914-they-
didnt-believe-me/ 

• Sinatra: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OL3Y9pcQ10U 

• Julie London: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BhPTioh-2mw 
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The Gershwins 

• Syncopated City:  
o Musical Comedy 11:00 – 13:40 
o Charleston/The Gershwins/Swanee/Fascinating Rhythm 25:50 – 35:18 
o The Stock Market Crash/Hollywood 48:25 – 54:30 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PuZQLEexRJs 

"Fascinating Rhythm" was composed by George Gershwin in 1924 with lyrics by Ira 
Gershwin.  

It was first introduced by Cliff Edwards, Fred Astaire and Adele Astaire in the Broadway 
musical Lady Be Good.  Like many songs of Gershwin, Jerome Kern, Irving Berlin, Cole 
Porter and Richard Rodgers, it has outgrown its original appearance in a show and has 
become a “standard” in the “Great American Songbook,” recorded by many artists in many 
different arrangements.   

Here are four recordings of “Fascinating Rhythm” 

Consider: 

1) what is the “merit” or lasting appeal of the song (considering both the music and the 
lyrics) 

2) what has changed and what remains the same in each version of the song. How has the 
song “traveled through time,” especially in regard to recording technology?  

3) Does the song stand up as an instrumental piece (as in #2 below)?   

4) How do the lyrics and the music reinforce each other in the vocal versions?  

1. Fred Astaire, Adele Astaire, and George Gershwin (piano) (1924): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J44Qdtq8Dr4 

This is the most original recording.  

2. Paul Whiteman and His Orchestra (1924): 
https://www.loc.gov/item/jukebox-72267/ 

This is the original “dance band” arrangement. 

3. Ella Fitzgerald (1959): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pf429d4pzw0 

35 years later, the song is a standard. 

4. Jacob Collier (2014): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K28H04Y2IdE 
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The 1920s on Broadway – Live! 

Prelude to the 1920s 

Evan Blust: They Didn’t Believe Me from THE GIRL FROM UTAH – Jerome Kern & Herbert 
Reynolds (1914) 

A Gershwin Bouquet 

Halle Audette: ‘S Wonderful from FUNNY FACE (1927) 

Phoebe Mock: Someone To Watch Over Me from OH, KAY! (1926) 

Tres Allison: But Not For Me from GIRL CRAZY (1930) 

Melody Cohen: The Man I Love, originally from LADY BE GOOD (1924), but dropped. Finally 
appeared in the 1947 film of the same title.  

Kinsey Calderone: Fascinating Rhythm from LADY BE GOOD. 

Maren Rhoads: I Got Rhythm from GIRL CRAZY (1930) 

On to Hollywood 

Anna Byers: Putting On The Ritz – Irving Berlin. Written 1927, published 1929, appeared in 
the 1930 film of the same title. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


